IS    POLAND    LOST ?

domain through the partition of Poland, In this
connection Frederick the Great used the same
argument as Hitler did in 1939. The result of
the partition was as follows.

Russia gained the least as regards population.
She took a strip of territory in the north-east,
from Livonia over Witebsk and Plock to the
Upper Dnyepr. The guarantee of her predominant
influence on Poland, which she also received under
the partition treaty, represented no gain, as she
had already possessed it. Maria Theresa, who saw
in Frederick her greatest rival, was given the
whole of Southern Poland, approximately the same
portion of Galicia which remained in Austrian
hands until after the Great War, but without
Cracow. Prussia took Pomorze, without Thorn
and Danzig, but with Marienburg, Kulm, Ermia
and the territory up to Memel.

The Great Powers of that day had thus created
a balance of power between themselves at the
expense of Poland. On the 3rd May 1791 (a
Polish national holiday), the Polish National
Assembly, in order to avoid further mutilations,
voted anew Constitution, abolishing the 'Liberum
Veto', consolidating the monarchical idea and
settling the problems of the Church, the adminis-
tration pf justice, and others. However, Catherine
II, in order to prevent Poland from recovering
herself, arranged the second partition in 1793,
which was a mortal blow to the country, for its
territory was now reduced from approximately
600,000 square miles to 150,000,